
RESOLUTION OF APPRECIATION HONORING SANDRA “SANDY” CUPP DAVIS 

WHEREAS, Sandra Cupp Davis was appointed to the Virginia Tech Board of Visitors in 
2022 by Governor Youngkin and brought to the position a keen business acumen and 
commitment to making higher education accessible. She served as a member of the 
Academic, Resource, and Student Affairs Committee and the Buildings and Grounds 
Committee.  She was elected Vice Rector and served in that capacity and as a member 
of the Executive Committee and chair of the Governance and Administration Committee 
from July 2025 until her untimely death in March 2026; and  

WHEREAS, Ms. Davis also served as chair of the VT Foundation Board and was the 
first woman to chair the VT Athletic Fund Board of Directors, in addition to serving on 
the board of the W.E. Skelton 4-H Educational Conference Center and on the steering 
committee of the university’s first $1 billion capital campaign; and 

WHEREAS, a powerful advocate for public higher education, Sandy held the rare 
distinction of honorary member of the VT Alumni Association, and was also bestowed 
the university’s highest honor, known now as the Ut Prosim Medal, in 2015; and 

WHEREAS, a member of the university’s Ut Prosim Society President’s Circle, Sandy’s 
philanthropy was wide ranging, from athletics to the arts and academics.  Together with 
her husband, William C. “Jack” Davis, she is a namesake of the Center for the Arts’ 
Street and Davis Performance Hall. Among the many other areas of the university she 
supported are the Center for Civil War Studies, the Peggy Lee Hahn Horticulture 
Garden, the Corps of Cadets, and scholarships in athletics and several colleges; and 

WHEREAS, a Southwest Virginia native, Sandy was a prominent and impactful civic 
and business leader with a commitment to service.  She was named Citizen of the Year 
by the Montgomery County Chamber of Commerce and Blacksburg Rotary, and in 
2022, she was inducted into the Southwest Virginia Business Hall of Fame; and  

WHEREAS, Sandy Davis was also a humanitarian who exuded genuine warmth and 
kindness and will be greatly missed.  The Board of Visitors was fortunate to have had 
the opportunity to work with Sandy and to get to know her and her husband, Jack, both 
loyal members of the Hokie Nation;  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the members of the Board of Visitors of 
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University hereby extend their sincere 
appreciation posthumously to Sandra “Sandy” Cupp Davis, a true Hokie, for her 
outstanding service and her faithful dedication to the university and its missions. 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That the resolution honoring Sandra “Sandy” Cupp Davis posthumously for her service 
as a member of the Board of Visitors be approved. 

April 14, 2026 
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