Attachment Y

RESOLUTION ON RELOCATION OF THE COLUMBARIUM
BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS COMMITTEE

APRIL 13, 2026

Approval is sought to relocate the university’s columbarium to an alternative site on the
Blacksburg campus.

The columbarium was established in 2011 adjacent to the Holtzman Alumni Center to
provide a place of interment for alumni and members of the university community. Since
that time, the columbarium has served as a meaningful and enduring memorial space,
with 180 total niches, 61 currently in use, and the remaining reserved.

Over the past decade, the surrounding district has undergone significant transformation.
The area has evolved from a quiet, undeveloped setting into an active campus
environment with the addition of academic facilities, dining, parking, and transit
infrastructure. Looking forward, the university’s 2018 Campus Master Plan and the
Beyond Boundaries 2047 vision support continued growth in this district, including the
recently approved New Residence Halls capital project, which will deliver approximately
1,200 additional undergraduate beds and enhance the residential experience on campus
immediately adjacent to the current columbarium site.

In response, an alternative site on the Blacksburg campus has been identified, depicted
in Appendix A, that affords a more appropriate and enduring setting. The proposed
location is situated on a scenic hilltop, surrounded by mature trees, and provides
expansive views and a sense of reflection consistent with the originally envisioned
purpose of the columbarium.

A joint implementation team formed by a variety of stakeholders has developed, through
collaborative consultation, a comprehensive approach to the columbarium relocation that
prioritizes respect, transparency, and careful sequencing. The university is engaging
licensed funeral service professionals and will adhere to all applicable legal, ethical, and
industry standards throughout the relocation process.

This action supports the stewardship, dignity, and care for those entrusted to its memorial
spaces.

1 Presentation Date: April 13, 2026
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RESOLUTION ON RELOCATION OF THE COLUMBARIUM

WHEREAS, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University (the university), in
collaboration with the Virginia Tech Alumni Association, established a columbarium in
2011 adjacent to the Holtzman Alumni Center to provide a place of interment for alumni
and members of the university community; and

WHEREAS, the Virginia Tech Alumni Association has played a significant role in
facilitating the use of the columbarium by, among other things, entering into License
Agreements for the use and occupancy of niches in the columbarium with alumni and
members of the university community; and

WHEREAS, the Virginia Tech Alumni Association remains a key partner for the
management of the columbarium through its stewardship and engagement within
participating individuals and families; and

WHEREAS, as of April 14, 2026, the columbarium contains 180 niches, of which 61 are
in use and the remaining have been reserved by members of the university community;
and

WHEREAS, since its establishment, the surrounding district has experienced significant
transformation, including the development of new academic facilities, dining facilities,
parking infrastructure, and a transit center; and

WHEREAS, consistent with the university’s 2018 Campus Master Plan and supported by
prior actions of the Board of Visitors, additional development is planned in the immediate
vicinity, including construction of recently authorized residential housing accommodating
approximately 1,200 undergraduate students; and

WHEREAS, these changes have altered the character of the area such that it no longer
reflects the contemplative setting originally intended for the columbarium; and

WHEREAS, an alternative site, depicted in Appendix A, has been identified in the vicinity
of 1305 Southgate Drive on the Blacksburg campus, that offers an appropriate and
enduring setting, situated on a scenic hilltop, surrounded by mature trees, and providing
expansive views, thereby preserving the dignity, reverence, and sense of place befitting
a memorial site; and

WHEREAS, the university has undertaken careful planning and coordination to ensure a
respectful and compliant columbarium relocation process executed with the utmost care,
including engagement with the Virginia Tech Alumni Association and licensed funeral
service professionals, adherence to applicable laws and industry standards, and
comprehensive communication and outreach to affected families prior to any relocation
activities;
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Visitors directs the relocation
of the columbarium as depicted in Appendix A; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the administration of the university is authorized and
directed to continue with all necessary planning, communication, and implementation
activities to effectuate the relocation in a manner that reflects the university’s commitment
to stewardship, respect, and dignity.

RECOMMENDATION:

That the above resolution authorizing the relocation of the columbarium be approved.

April 14, 2026
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April 13, 2026
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NEW COLUMBARIUM SITE PLAN Attachment Y
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(1) EXISTING DRAIN STRUCTURE
(2) OPEN LAWN

@ EXISTING TREE TO REMAIN

(4) PROPOSED TREE

(5) SHRUB PLANTINGS

(6) LOW SHRUB/PERENNIAL PLANTINGS
(7) COLUMBARIUM

(8) SLOPED WALKWAY

(9) ACCESSIBLE PARKING (4 SPACES)
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That the resolution authorizing the Relocation of the Columbarium be
approved.

RELOCATION of the COLUMBARIUM





