Attachment CC

RESOLUTION TO ADOPT THE 2026 SUPPLEMENT TO THE CAMPUS
DESIGN PRINCIPLES

BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS COMMITTEE

APRIL 13, 2026

The Campus Design Principles were established to serve as a companion document to
the Master Plan, ensuring that physical development and architectural expression remain
aligned with the broader strategic vision for the university. The Blacksburg campus of
Virginia Tech is widely recognized for its distinctive and inspirational character. This
character is defined by a consistent collegiate gothic architectural language, a unified and
enduring palette of materials — most notably the use of Hokie Stone — thoughtful scale
and massing of buildings, well-defined spatial qualities, and the exceptional beauty of its
landscape. Together these elements create a cohesive identity that has become
synonymous with the institution and reflects its enduring values and traditions. It is the
intent to ensure stewardship of these qualities and preserve the architectural integrity and
spatial coherence of the campus.

The Design Principles were adopted by the Board of Visitors in 2010. Virginia Tech’s
University Master Plan (Beyond Boundaries 2047: The Campus Plan) was adopted by
the Board of Visitors in 2018. In November 2025, the Board of Visitors approved the
Resolution Confirming the Delineation of the Core Campus and the Utilization of Hokie
Stone in the Construction of Campus Buildings within the Core Campus. This resolution
formally defined the Core Campus as the area bounded by Prices Fork Road on the north,
Main Street on the east, the relocated Southgate Drive on the south, and the future
Western Perimeter Road on the west. It also reaffirmed the use of Hokie Stone, a locally
quarried limestone and defining feature of Virginia Tech’s collegiate gothic architecture,
as the predominant material on all public-facing building facades.

In order to maintain consistency and alignment between these guiding documents, the
Board determined that a supplement to the Design Principles was timely. This
supplement updates the designated application area to reflect and synchronize with the
2018 Master Plan. The 2026 Supplement to the Campus Design Principles codifies the
approved resolution within the Campus Design Principles.

The Campus Design Principles are available online and can be accessed here.

1 Presentation Date: April 13, 2026


https://www.facilities.vt.edu/content/dam/facilities_vt_edu/design-and-construction-standards/appendices/AppACampusDesignPrinciples_TII.pdf
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RESOLUTION TO ADOPT THE 2026 SUPPLEMENT TO THE CAMPUS
DESIGN PRINCIPLES

WHEREAS, the Blacksburg campus of Virginia Tech is renowned for its remarkable and
inspirational campus character as defined by its consistent architectural language of
collegiate gothic, the use of a consistent palette of materials, most notably Hokie Stone,
the scale and massing of buildings, the well-defined spatial qualities of the campus, and
the stunning beauty of the landscape; and

WHEREAS, on June 1, 2009, the Building and Grounds Committee requested the
development of the Campus Design Principles for the Blacksburg campus of Virginia
Tech to ensure stewardship of these qualities and continued application of this vision to
campus construction, renovation, and maintenance going forward; and

WHEREAS, on March 22, 2010, the Building and Grounds Committee reviewed the
proposed Campus Design Principles, and recommended the Campus Design Principles
to the full Board for approval by resolution; and

WHEREAS, on June 7, 2010, the full Board approved the Resolution for Approval of
Campus Design Principles; and

WHEREAS, on August 30, 2010, the Campus Design Principles were updated to correct
an inaccuracy in the Historical Overview section; and

WHEREAS, on November 4, 2018, the Building and Grounds Committee recommended
for approval to the full Board the Resolution to Adopt the 2018 Campus Master Plan, a
document entitled Beyond Boundaries 2047: The Campus Plan, and the full Board
approved the resolution; and,

WHEREAS, the 2018 Campus (University) Master Plan substantially updated, modified
and refined land uses, elements, boundaries, and definitions, and replaced all prior
Campus (University) Master Plans up to and including those adopted by the full Board in
June of 2006, and as amended in June 2009; and,

WHEREAS, on November 18, 2025, the Board of Visitors approved the Resolution
Confirming the Delineation of the Core Campus and the Utilization of Hokie Stone in the
Construction of Campus Buildings within the Core Campus; and,

WHEREAS, the Campus Design Principles are to serve as a companion document to the
University Master Plan; and

WHEREAS, to synchronize these documents, the Board of Visitors requests a
supplement to the 2010 Campus Design Principles updating the designated application
area to reflect alignment with the 2018 Campus (University) Master Plan,
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Virginia Tech Board of Visitors adopt
the 2026 Supplement to the Campus Design Principles.

RECOMMENDATION:

That the above resolution adopting the 2026 Supplement to the Campus Design
Principles be approved.

April 14, 2026
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CAMPUS PRINCIPLES BOUNDARY OVERLAY

The Blacksburg campus of Virginia Tech
is widely recognized for its distinctive
and inspirational character. This
character is defined by a consistent
collegiate gothic architectural language,
a unified and enduring palette of
materials—most notably the use of
Hokie Stone—thoughtful scale and
massing of buildings, well-defined
spatial qualities, and the exceptional
beauty of its landscape. Together, these
elements create a cohesive identity
that has become synonymous with the
institution and reflects its enduring
values and traditions. The Campus
Design Principles, adopted by the Board
of Visitors in 2010, were developed to
ensure stewardship of these qualities
and preserve the architectural integrity,
spatial, and landscape coherence of
Virginia Tech’s Blacksburg campus.
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entitled Beyond Boundaries 2047: The
Campus Plan, adopted by the Board

of Visitors in November 2018, is a
comprehensive planning document that
substantially updated, modified, and
refined campus land uses, planning
elements, boundaries, and definitions.
The Campus Design Principles were
established to serve as a companion
document to the master plan,

ensuring that physical development
and architectural expression remain
aligned with the broader strategic
vision for the campus. In order to
maintain consistency and alignment
between these guiding documents, the
Board of Visitors determined that a
supplement to the Design Principles was
necessary. This supplement updates the
designated application area to reflect
and synchronize with the 2018 Campus
Master Plan.
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