
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                     

Approval of Resolution for the Acquisition of Johns Hopkins University’s 100+- 
Acres of Land in Kapuskasing, Ontario, Canada  

Joint Finance and Resource Management Committee 
and Buildings and Grounds Committee 

March 6, 2026 

The university is seeking authorization from the Board of Visitors to purchase real 
property located at PIN65117-0214, Parcel 1221, Lot 7, Concession 11, Kapuskasing, 

Ontario, Canada, in support of the universities long-term participation in the Super Dual 
Auroral Radar Network (“SuperDARN”). 
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Resolution for the Acquisition of Johns Hopkins University’s 100+- Acres of Land 
in Kapuskasing, Ontario, Canada  

WHEREAS, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University (“Virginia Tech”) through 

its College of Engineering, has participated in a long-standing collaborative research 

mission globally among various institutions to collect and analyze data about the Earth’s 

ionosphere through a Super Dual Auroral Radar Network (“SuperDARN”) being an 

international scientific radar network consisting of several high frequency radars located 

in both the Northern and Southern Hemispheres; and 

WHEREAS, two antenna arrays and an equipment shelter supporting SuperDARN is 

located on approximately 100+- acres of rural land located in Kapuskasing, Ontario, 

Canada (the “Property”), owned by Johns Hopkins University (“JHU”); and 

WHEREAS, by a Memorandum of Understanding executed in 2008 between Virginia 

Tech and JHU, the Property may be sold at the discretion of JHU to Virginia Tech at a 

fair market value; and 

WHEREAS, JHU has approached Virginia Tech about exercising the option as JHU no 

longer monitors the radar on this Property; and 

WHEREAS, Virginia Tech desires to purchase the Property to protect and to support the 

expansion of the research programs on this Property; and 

WHEREAS, in December 2024, an appraisal was performed resulting in an estimated 

value of  $115,000.00 in Canadian currency; and 

WHEREAS, Virginia Tech has developed a funding plan sufficient to support the full 

costs of the acquisition; and 

WHEREAS, under the Higher Education Restructuring Act Management Agreement 
between the Commonwealth of Virginia and Virginia Tech, the Board of Visitors has 
authority to approve the budget, size, scope, and overall funding of capital outlay projects, 
including real property acquisitions; and 

WHEREAS, Virginia Tech may address minor cost variances provided sufficient funds are 
available to support the full project costs; and 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Virginia Tech be authorized to move 

forward with the acquisition of the Property and improvements at a cost not to exceed 

the appraised value conversion calculated at the day of closing, plus any due diligence 

and related closing costs, and that the Executive Vice President and Chief Operating 

Officer be authorized to execute a Purchase/Sales Contract, as well as any and all other 

documents necessary to effect the purchase of 100+- acres of rural land located at 

PIN65117-0214, Parcel 1221, Lot 7, Concession 11,  Kapuskasing, Ontario, Canada by 

and for Virginia Tech, and improvements all in accordance with the applicable university 

policies and procedures and the statutes of the Code of Virginia (1950), as amended. 

Recommendation: 
That the resolution authorizing Virginia Tech to move forward with the acquisition of the 
Property at a cost not to exceed the appraised value conversion calculated at the day of 
closing plus any due diligence and related closing costs, and for the Executive Vice 
President and Chief Operating Officer, her successors and/or assigns, to execute a 
Purchase/Sales Contract, as well as any and all other documents necessary to effect the 
purchase of 100+- acres of rural land located at PIN65117-0214, Parcel 1221, Lot 7, 
Concession 11, Kapuskasing, Ontario, Canada by and for the university be approved. 
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