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SUMMARY
Alumni Distinguished Professor
April 13, 2026

The Alumni Distinguished Professorship (ADP) is a preeminent faculty appointment
recognizing faculty members who demonstrate extraordinary accomplishments and
academic citizenship through substantive scholarly contributions across all three of
Virginia Tech’s core mission areas of teaching, research or creative activity, and
engagement. Each ADP is expected to continue to make scholarly contributions in the
university’s three mission areas at the same high level as at the time of appointment.

Nomination of a faculty member to become an ADP is the culmination of an extensive
vetting process that involves review by department and college honorifics committees, a
specially convened university committee, the executive vice president and provost, and
the president. The Board of Visitors confers upon an individual appointment as Alumni
Distinguished Professor for a period of 10 years, at which time the appointment may be
renewed. Currently, 10 ADPs may be appointed, and there is no quota by college,
department, or department (Faculty Handbook, Section 3.2.1). The appointment carries
with it a base salary supplement from the endowment established by the Alumni
Association and operating funds for scholarly support.

Having followed the established protocol and consistent with the recommendations
received from the university committee, Executive Vice President and Provost Julie
Ross recommends the appointment of Dr. Azenegashe “Ozzie” Abaye as Alumni
Distinguished Professor. This recommendation has been endorsed by President
Timothy Sands and the Executive Committee of the Alumni Association Board. Dr.
Abaye is an exceptional scholar and educator whose achievements have been
recognized nationally and internationally.
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ALUMNI DISTINGUISHED PROFESSOR

Dr. Azenegashe “Ozzie” Abaye is currently the Thomas B. Hutcheson Jr. Professor of
Agronomy in the School of Plant and Environmental Sciences in the College of
Agriculture and Life Sciences. She has served on the Virginia Tech faculty with
distinction for more than 30 years.

Dr. Abaye has exemplified Virginia Tech’s land-grant mission and the spirit of Ut Prosim
by integrating teaching, research, and outreach around a unifying commitment to
advancing sustainable agriculture and food systems specifically to improve the health
and welfare of the people and communities who depend on them. Her career reflects a
consistent and impactful focus on food security, guided by the belief that meaningful
scientific progress is best achieved through collaboration with students, producers, and
community leaders in Virginia and around the world.

Dr. Abaye has demonstrated extraordinary dedication to undergraduate and graduate
education, teaching a wide array of courses, advised and mentored hundreds of
students, and supervised more than 20 M.S. and Ph.D. students over the course of her
career. Her teaching philosophy centers on experiential learning, connecting theoretical
knowledge with real-world applications through decision-case methods, field-based
instruction, study abroad and study-away programs, and hands-on engagement with
agricultural systems.

Dr. Abaye is an innovator in interdisciplinary education. She has secured more than
$380,000 in external funding to support experiential learning, enabling students to apply
scientific principles directly in the field and to understand the social, cultural, and
economic dimensions of agriculture. She established a food laboratory course that
explores agriculture, food, culture, and society and attracts students from more than 25
academic majors across the university. During the COVID-19 pandemic, Dr. Abaye
transformed this experience into the virtual program “Cooking with Oz,” reaching more
than 32,000 viewers worldwide and sustaining meaningful student and community
engagement during a period of extraordinary challenge.

Dr. Abaye has demonstrated a long-standing commitment to student development
through her leadership of the Virginia Tech crops judging team, providing practical
training, professional networking, and career preparation for students entering
agricultural industries.

Dr. Abaye is an accomplished and highly respected scholar in plant production systems
and international development, whose research directly informs her teaching and
benefits farmers, industries, and communities.

Dr. Abaye’s research program has generated more than $5M in funding and has
advanced knowledge in cotton agronomy, forage crops, alternative crops, revegetation
of disturbed lands, invasive species management, and sustainable agricultural systems.
Her research program has played a pivotal role in establishing and expanding cotton
production in Virginia, contributing to substantial acreage growth and economic impact
through collaborative research and extension efforts.
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Dr. Abaye has built and sustained a globally recognized outreach program focused on
nutrition-led agriculture, community empowerment, and capacity building, with particular
emphasis on women and youth as essential contributors to agricultural systems in
developing countries. Her work in Senegal exemplifies this integrated approach, where
she introduced mung bean as a nutritious and culturally appropriate crop to address
food insecurity and malnutrition, trained thousands of farmers, and linked agricultural
production to school feeding programs benefiting thousands of children.

Dr. Abaye’s global initiatives have brought national and international visibility to Virginia
Tech and have been widely recognized for their impact on nutrition, soil health,
sustainable livelihoods, and education. Her efforts have resulted in the development of
culturally appropriate recipes, the release of three mung bean cultivars, including one
cultivar designated as “Ozzie,” and long-term partnerships with research institutions,
Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs), government agencies, and farmer
organizations to ensure program sustainability.

Dr. Abaye’s excellence in teaching, research, outreach, and mentorship has earned
numerous honors, including the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Teaching
Excellence Award, and has established her as a role model for students, colleagues,
and partners worldwide. Her sustained record of excellence, innovation, and service
represents the highest standards of academic citizenship and represents the very best
of Virginia Tech and the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences.

RECOMMENDATION:
That Dr. Azenegashe “Ozzie” Abaye be appointed Alumni Distinguished Professor for a
period of ten years, effective April 14, 2026.

April 14, 2026





