SUMMARY

Faculty Research Leaves (89)

2026-27

Attachment VV

College of Agriculture and Life Sciences 2

College of Architecture, Arts, and Design 0 4 4

College of Engineering 8 18 26
College of Liberal Arts and Human Sciences 3 26 30
College of Natural Resources and Environment 0 7 7

College of Science 0 11 14
Pamplin College of Business 0 4 4
University Libraries 0 0 0

Virginia-Maryland Regional College of Veterinary Medicine 0 0 1

Virginia Tech Carilion School of Medicine 0 0 0
TOTAL 13 76 89

RECOMMENDATION:

That the above study-research and research assignment leaves be approved as

requested.

April 14, 2026



Attachment VV

FACULTY RESEARCH LEAVES
2026-27

Virginia Tech provides tenured faculty, and faculty on continued appointment, with
opportunities that include paid leave for intensive study or research that advances the
individual’s profession and contributions to the university.

Study-Research Leave

Study-research leave may be granted to faculty members for research and/or advanced
study necessary to enhance the competencies of those faculty members to carry out
their obligations to the university. (at other universities this program is often called
“sabbatical.”)

Full-time tenured faculty members with the rank of associate professor or higher, or
faculty members holding continued appointment with significant responsibility for
instruction and scholarly productivity, with the rank of assistant professor or higher,
having accrued a minimum of six years of service, are eligible for study-research
leaves. Following a period of study-research leave, an additional six years of full-time
service are necessary before a faculty member is eligible for another leave. Requests
may be submitted prior to completion of six years of service, but faculty members must
have tenure and have completed the sixth year before the leave period begins. Study-
research leave may be granted to faculty members for research and/or advanced study
necessary to enhance the competencies of those faculty members to carry out their
obligations to the university.

Research Assignment

Research assignment is a special category of study-research leave that is awarded to a
tenured or continued-appointment academic faculty member for one semester of
intensive study or research that increases the quality of the individual’s professional
stature and future contributions to the university. It may be taken in lieu of an ordinary
yearlong study-research leave.

Full-time tenured faculty members with the rank of associate professor or higher, or
holding continued appointment with the rank of assistant professor or higher, having
accrued a minimum of six years of service, are eligible for research assignment leave.
Following such a leave, an additional six years of full-time service is necessary before a
faculty member may be considered for another research assignment. Requests may be
submitted prior to completion of six years of service, but faculty members must have
completed the sixth year before the leave period begins. Faculty members on calendar
year appointments may take research assignment leave for up to six months.



Attachment VV

The following faculty members are requesting study-research leave (one-half
salary for up to one year) for the period of time specified:

College of Agriculture and Life Sciences (2)

Faculty Name Rank Department Leave dates
John Bovay associate professor Agricultural and Applied Economics academic year 2026-27
Enette Larson-Meyer | professor Human Nutrition, Foods and Exercise | academic year 2026-27

College of Engineering (8)

Faculty Name Rank Department Leave dates

Taejoong Chung associate professor Computer Science academic year 2026-27
Hosein Foroutan associate professor Civil and Environmental Engineering academic year 2026-27
Bo Ji associate professor Computer Science academic year 2026-27
Andrea L'Afflitto associate professor Industrial and Systems Engineering academic year 2026-27
Alan Michaels Professor National Security Institute (ECE) June 2026 - June2027
Nicole Pitterson associate professor Engineering Education calendar year 2027
Mark Widdowson professor Civil and Environmental Engineering calendar year 2027
Wencai Zhang associate professor Mining and Minerals Engineering fall semester 2026

College of Liberal Arts and Human Sciences (3)

Faculty Name Rank Department Leave dates
Gil Hersch associate professor Philosophy academic year 2026-27
Richard Hirsh professor History spring 2027 & spring 2028

Helen Schneider associate professor History academic year 2026-27



Attachment VV

The following faculty members are requesting a research assignment (full salary
for one semester) for the period of time specified:

College of Agriculture and Life Sciences (6)

Faculty Name

Rank

Department

Leave dates

Margaret Couvillon
Gonzalo Ferreira
Erica Feuerbacher
Elena Serrano
Zhijian Tu

Clay Wright

associate professor
professor
associate professor
professor
professor

associate professor

Entomology

School of Animal Sciences

School of Animal Sciences

Human Nutrition, Foods and Exercise
Biochemistry

Biological Systems Engineering

College of Architecture, Arts, and Design (4)

Faculty Name

Rank

Department

spring semester 2027
fall semester 2026
fall semester 2026
spring semester 2027
fall semester 2026

fall semester 2026

Leave dates

Edward Becker
Dwight Bigler
Samuel Blanchard

Jonas Hauptman

associate professor
professor
associate professor

associate professor

College of Engineering (18)

Faculty Name

Rank

School of Architecture
School of Performing Arts
School of Architecture

School of Architecture

Department

spring semester 2027
fall semester 2026
spring semester 2027

fall semester 2026

Leave dates

Pinar Acar

Medhi Ahmadian

associate professor

professor

Mechanical Engineering

Mechanical Engineering

fall semester 2026
spring semester 2027

fall semester 2026

Wenijun Cai

Christina DiMarino
Niyousha Hosseinichimeh
Mantu Hudait

Jennifer Irish

Zhenyu Kong

Yang Liu

associate professor
associate professor
associate professor
associate professor
professor
professor

associate professor

Materials Science and Engineering
Electrical and Computer Engineering
Industrial and Systems Engineering
Electrical and Computer Engineering
Civil and Environmental Engineering
Industrial and Systems Engineering

Mechanical Engineering

fall semester 2026
fall semester 2026
fall semester 2026
fall semester 2026
spring semester 2027

fall semester 2026



College of Engineering (18), continued

Faculty Name

Landon Marston
Stephen Martin
Joseph Meadows
Leyla Nazhandali
Bahareh Nojabaei
Christopher North
Alexey Onufriev
Padma Rajagopalan

Nazila Roofigari-Esfahan

Rank

associate professor
associate professor
associate professor
professor
associate professor
professor
professor
professor

associate professor

Attachment VV

Department

Civil and Environmental Engineering
Chemical Engineering

Mechanical Engineering

Electrical and Computer Engineering
Mining and Minerals Engineering
Computer Science

Computer Science

Chemical Engineering

Building Construction

College of Liberal Arts and Human Sciences (26)

Faculty Name

Rank

Department

Leave dates

spring semester 2027
spring semester 2027
fall semester 2026
spring semester 2027
spring semester 2027
spring semester 2027
fall semester 2026
fall semester 2026

fall semester 2026

Leave dates

Ananda Abeysekara
Aaron Ansell

Sweta Baniya

Mark Barrow

David Bieri

Gena Chandler
Kouen Choi
Alexander Dickow
Megan Dolbin-MacNab
Caroline Hornburg
Shalini Misra

Carol Mullen
Zhange Ni

Philip Olson

Katalin Parti

Todd Schenk

professor
associate professor
associate professor
professor
associate professor
associate professor
associate professor
professor
professor
associate professor
associate professor
professor
professor
associate professor
associate professor

associate professor

Religion and Culture

Religion and Culture

English

History

School of Public and International Affairs
English

Human Development and Family Science
Modern and Classical Languages & Literatures
Human Development and Family Science
Human Development and Family Science
School of Public and International Affairs
School of Education

Religion and Culture

Science, Technology, and Society
Sociology

School of Public and International Affairs

fall semester 2026
spring semester 2027
fall semester 2026
fall semester 2026
fall semester 2026
spring semester 2027
fall semester 2026
fall semester 2026
spring semester 2027
spring semester 2027
fall semester 2026
fall semester 2026
spring semester 2027
fall semester 2026
spring semester 2027

spring semester 2027



College of Liberal Arts and Human Sciences (26), continued

Faculty Name

Rank

Department

Attachment VV

Leave dates

Donna Sedgwick

Paula Seniors

Jessica Taylor

Ming Chew Teo

Abby Walker

Rebecca Weaver-Hightower
Marcus Weaver-Hightower
Rose Wesche

LaDale Winling

associate professor
associate professor
associate professor
associate professor
associate professor
professor

professor

associate professor

associate professor

Sociology
Religion and Culture

History

Modern and Classical Languages & Literatures

English
English

School of Education

Human Development and Family Science

History

Anna Zeide

professor

History

College of Natural Resources and Environment (7)

fall semester 2026
fall semester 2026
spring semester 2027
spring semester 2027
fall semester 2026
spring semester 2027
fall semester 2026
spring semester 2027
spring semester 2027

spring semester 2027

Faculty Name Rank Department Leave dates
Laszlo Horvath professor Sustainable Biomaterials fall semester 2026
Ching-Hsun Huang professor Sustainable Biomaterials spring semester 2027

Luke Juran
Sarah Karpanty
Maren Roman

Michael Sorice

associate professor
professor
professor

associate professor

Geography
Fish and Wildlife Conservation

Sustainable Biomaterials

Forest Resources and Environmental

fall semester 2026
fall semester 2026
fall semester 2026

fall semester 2026

Conservation
Stephanie Zick associate professor Geography spring semester 2027
College of Science (11)
Faculty Name Rank Department Leave dates
Rana Ashkar associate professor Physics spring semester 2027
Sheryl Ball professor Economics spring semester 2027
Niloy Bose professor Economics spring semester 2027
Rosanna Breaux associate professor Psychology spring semester 2027

Patrick Huber

professor

Physics

fall semester 2026



College of Science (11), continued

Jungmeen Kim-Spoon | professor Psychology

Shaowen Luo associate professor Economics

Joel McGlothlin associate professor Biological Sciences
Vijayan Suijith associate professor School of Neuroscience
Uwe Tauber professor Physics

Ying Zhou associate professor Geosciences

Pamplin College of Business (4)

Anna Katherine Ward Bartlett

associate professor

Management

Attachment VV

fall semester 2026
fall semester 2026
spring semester 2027
fall semester 2026
spring semester 2027

spring semester 2027

spring semester 2027

Sean Hillison

associate professor

Accounting and Information Systems

fall semester 2026

Liang Tan

associate professor

Accounting and Information Systems

fall semester 2026

Zheng Xiang

professor

Hospitality and Tourism Management

fall semester 2026
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