
RESOLUTION HONORING 2026 UNIVERSITY DISTINGUISHED ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 
RECIPIENT DR. JEAN DICKINSON GIBBONS FIELDEN, CLASS OF 1962 

WHEREAS, Dr. Jean Dickinson Gibbons Fielden is a class of 1962 alumna of the College 
Science, having received her Doctor of Philosophy degree in Statistics which earned her the 
distinction of being the second woman to earn her PhD in Statistics from Virginia Tech; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Jean Dickinson Gibbons Fielden, known professionally as Dr. Gibbons, is 
widely recognized and highly regarded for her remarkable contributions to the discipline of 
Statistics; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Gibbons has had a long, distinguished, and exemplary career as a pioneering 
statistician, renowned scholar, and generous benefactor, which serves as a testament to her 
personal drive and skill, especially at a time when women faced overwhelming barriers in the 
fields of science, technology, engineering, and mathematics; and  

WHEREAS, Dr. Gibbons has made significant contributions to the world at large, persevering 
and emerging as a beacon of excellence by sharing her knowledge through distinguished 
contributions to research, teaching, and professional leadership; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Jean Dickinson Gibbons is a leading authority in nonparametric statistics, 
advancing the study of statistical inference—work that has shaped modern statistical 
applications throughout a wide range of disciplines—and has authored or co-authored ten 
scholarly books and numerous peer-reviewed publications, most notably her landmark text, 
Nonparametric Statistical Inference, widely regarded as a cornerstone in the field; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Jean Gibbons was elected a fellow in the American Statistical Association, 
served on its board of directors, and has been a highly sought after expert in the highest levels 
of government and industry, often testifying before congressional committees on statistical 
evidence and serving as an expert consultant in numerous legal and policy cases; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Gibbons has made a global impact. Through her core values of hard work, 
determination, and vision, she has achieved professional success and worldwide acclaim, 
evidenced by her numerous awards and recognitions.  As a researcher and professor at many 
prestigious institutions, she has mentored and inspired future generations of statisticians, and 
she has ensured that her legacy will continue through the Jean Dickinson Gibbons Graduate 
Program in Statistics at Virginia Tech; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that with great pride and in recognition of her 
professional accomplishments, service, leadership, and commitment to making the world a 
better place in ways that bring honor to her profession and to her alma mater, the Board of 
Visitors of Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University confers the University 
Distinguished Achievement Award for 2026 to Dr. Jean Dickinson Gibbons Fielden. 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That the resolution conferring the 2026 University Distinguished Achievement Award to Dr. Jean 
Dickinson Gibbons Fielden be approved. 

April 14, 2026 
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RESOLUTION HONORING 2026 UT PROSIM MEDAL RECIPIENT 
 PRESTON M. WHITE ‘63 

 
WHEREAS, Virginia Tech is very proud to recognize among its most esteemed alumni Preston M. 
White, a member of the class of 1963 who received his bachelor of science degree in Building 
Construction from the College of Engineering and has been a loyal and enthusiastic volunteer and 
supporter of the university; and 
 
WHEREAS, Mr. White has garnered professional prestige throughout his long and distinguished 
career in the construction industry, founding and standing at the helm of Century Concrete, a 
transformative construction company based in the Commonwealth of Virginia, and valuing the 
influence of Virginia Tech in his life with its emphasis on the ideals of leadership, loyalty, service 
and Ut Prosim – That I Might Serve; and 
 
WHEREAS, Preston White has had an extensive tenure of service and continued engagement 
at Virginia Tech as a member of the Virginia Tech Board of Visitors; a Director on the Virginia 
Tech Foundation Board and its Advancement Committee; an avid participant on the Myers-
Lawson School of Construction Executive Industry Advisory Board and the College of 
Engineering Advisory Board; a member-advocate of Hokies for Higher Education; and an 
enthusiastic volunteer leader in the historic fundraising efforts of the Campaign Steering 
Committees of the Campaign for Virginia Tech: Invent the Future and Boundless Impact, which 
generated billions in gifts and commitments for Virginia Tech; and  
 
WHEREAS, Mr. White was inducted into the William Preston Society in 2022 for his service to 
the Board of Visitors and was inducted into the College of Engineering’s Academy of 
Engineering Excellence in recognition of his contributions to the profession and noteworthy 
distinction among Virginia Tech’s vast alumni base of Engineers; and 
 
WHEREAS, Preston White’s many years of active participation in the university community 
inspired his desire to create a wide variety of educational opportunities for Virginia Tech 
students through his support of the College of Engineering, the Pamplin College of Business, 
the Graduate School, Intercollegiate Athletics, Financial Aid, and many other university 
initiatives; and 
 
WHEREAS, Preston White is an inspirational example of how a meaningful life is achieved not 
only through personal success, but also in service to others by consistently providing volunteer 
leadership and philanthropic support across the breadth of the university; and  
 
WHEREAS, for his extraordinary generosity, Mr. White and his wife, Catharine, have been 
recognized as President’s Circle members of the Ut Prosim Society, the university’s most 
prestigious donor recognition society, and further recognized as Foremost Benefactors, a 
designation reserved for the university’s most generous philanthropists; 
 
NOW, THERFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that in recognition of Mr. White’s many years of 
leadership and notable service to the university and to his community, the Board of Visitors of 
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University confers upon Preston M. White its highest 
award, the 2026 Ut Prosim Medal. 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
That the resolution conferring the 2026 Ut Prosim Medal to Preston M. White be approved. 
 
April 14, 2026 
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