
RESOLUTION NAMING THE WALKING TRAIL ALONG THE VIRGINIA TECH DUCK POND 
FOR DR. CYRIL R. CLARKE 

WHEREAS, Dr. Cyril R. Clarke served as the university’s Executive Vice President and Provost 
from November 2017 through December 2025; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Cyril Clarke was Virginia Tech’s chief academic leader whose extraordinary 
vision had a bold and tremendous influence of the institution’s emerging global impact 
throughout his tenure; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Clarke uplifted a common theme during his academic leadership known as 
Pathways, through the milestones of creating pathways for students advancing their academic 
success and internship/experiential learning opportunities and refining pathways for all campus 
stakeholders to be engaged in shared governance; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Clarke further advanced pathways for faculty concerns to be heard, increased 
pathways for faculty recruitment and development, and forged pathways leading to global 
engagement, partnerships, and academic programs; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Cyril Clarke spearheaded numerous initiatives for the betterment of students, 
faculty, and staff within the comprehensive academic enterprise, with a signature leadership style 
and landmark successes that have made an indelible imprint throughout the university and will long 
be remembered; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Clarke, along with his wife, Jean, will maintain a connection to personal pathways at 
Virginia Tech with their daily walks around campus enjoying the university’s pathways and 
surrounding campus beauty; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that in acknowledgment of the remarkable service and 
unparalleled contributions of Dr. Cyril Clarke as Executive Vice President and Provost, the primary 
pedestrian route that traces the southern edge of the Duck Pond, extending west to east from Duck 
Pond Drive to West Campus Drive, will be henceforth known as the Dr. Cyril R. Clarke Pathway. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the above resolution naming the Dr. Cyril R. Clarke Pathway be approved. 

April 14, 2026 

Attachment YY



RESOLUTION NAMING  
THE RECTOR FIELD HOUSE LOBBY AS THE CHAMPIONS FOR LIFE AREA  
& THE OUTDOOR TRACK PAVIILION AS THE SEUFER FAMILY PAVILION 

 
WHEREAS, Paul and Martha Seufer are graduates of VMI & UVA, respectively, and have a 
strong affinity for Virginia Tech Athletics because of their son, Peter, who was both a Track 
& Field and Cross-Country student-athlete at Virginia Tech; and  
 
WHEREAS, Peter was an extremely successful student-athlete for Virginia Tech, having 
become one of the most decorated distance runners in university history; and   
 
WHEREAS, Paul and Martha developed a deep relationship with Ben Thomas, who 
recruited and coached Peter at Virginia Tech; and  
 
WHEREAS, Paul and Martha have developed a philanthropic relationship with the Track & 
Field and Cross-Country programs by supporting the overall success and well-being of the 
students who serve Virginia Tech both academically and through their athletic abilities; and  
 
WHEREAS, Paul and Martha want to make an extremely impactful gift to support these 
student-athletes by creating a “Champions For Life” wall in the Rector Field House Lobby 
that will display those who have supported Virginia Tech with a championship mindset on 
and off the field of play; and  
 
WHEREAS, with a deep-rooted appreciation for the Virginia Tech Track & Field program, 
Paul and Martha intend to further advance the program through this investment, which will 
help support a stand-alone pavilion outside the current outdoor track that will further benefit 
our current and future student-athletes; and 
 
WHEREAS, the “Champions For Life” display and the “Seufer Family Pavilion” will serve as 
two spaces that will further enhance the student-athlete experience at Virginia Tech while 
preserving the legacy of those who have been champions in their respective roles;   
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that in recognition of the contributions of Paul and 
Martha Seufer to the university, the community, and Virginia Tech Athletics as donors, 
volunteers, and fans, the Rector Field House Lobby will be henceforth known as the 
“Champions For Life” Area, and the soon-to-be-built outside pavilion will be named and 
henceforth known the Seufer Family Pavilion. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That the above resolution naming the Rector Field House Lobby as the Champions For Life 
Area and naming the Seufer Family Pavilion be approved. 
 
April 14, 2026 

Attachment YY




