
SUMMARY 

Emeritus/Emerita Faculty Resolutions (9) 

June 1, 2026 

The title of emeritus or emerita is conferred on retired Virginia Tech faculty members, as 
defined in chapter 2 of the Faculty Handbook, who have made exemplary contributions 
to the university and are recommended to the Board of Visitors for approval by the 
provost and president. 

The following faculty members are recommended for emeritus or emerita designation at 
Virginia Tech. 

College of Agriculture and Life Sciences (3) 

Richard F. Helm Associate Professor Emeritus of Biochemistry 

Douglas Pfeiffer  Professor Emeritus of Entomology 

M.A. Saghai Maroof Professor Emeritus of Plant Genetics and Genomics 

College of Architecture, Arts, and Design (1)  

Gregory W. Justice Associate Professor Emeritus of Theatre 

College of Engineering (1) 

Alexander O. Aning Associate Professor Emeritus of Materials Science 
and Engineering 

College of Liberal Arts and Human Sciences (2) 

Heather Gumbert Associate Professor Emerita of History 

Robert Stephens Associate Professor Emeritus of History 

College of Science (1) 

John P. Morgan Professor Emeritus of Statistics 

Administrative (1) 

Jeff Crowder Executive Director Emeritus for IT Partnerships 

Attachment LL



RESOLUTION FOR EMERITUS STATUS 

WHEREAS, for 33 years, Richard F. Helm, Ph.D. faithfully served Virginia Tech as a 
faculty member in the Department of Wood Science and Forest Products until 2004 
and, from 2004 forward, in the Department of Biochemistry in the College of Agriculture 
and Life Sciences; and 

WHEREAS, he has demonstrated a commitment to the Principles of Community in his 
work with students and colleagues; and 

WHEREAS, he made significant contributions to biochemistry through his work in 
cyanobacteria and microbial peptidoglycans; and 

WHEREAS, he was principal investigator on the National Institute of Health (NIH), the 
National Science Foundation (NSF), and the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
grants conducting research on bacterial carbohydrate and lipid metabolism; and 

WHEREAS, he served as director of the Virginia Tech Mass Spectrometry Incubator 
and collaborated on several critical studies across campus; and 

WHEREAS, he authored or co-authored more than 150 refereed journal articles, book 
chapters, and reviews, and presented the results of his research at numerous local, 
national, and international conferences and seminars; and 

WHEREAS, with dedication, he taught a wide variety of undergraduate and graduate 
courses, including several key classes in biochemistry, and created a new biochemical 
techniques course for biochemistry majors, placing strong emphasis on academic 
standards and student learning; and 

WHEREAS, he advised more than eighty students on undergraduate honors and 
master’s theses, and doctoral dissertations, and helped them develop successful 
careers in both academic and industry settings; and 

WHEREAS, he played a critical role in establishing the University’s new Discovery Lab 
initiative, managed its equipment, and assisted in student projects; and 

WHEREAS, he provided many years of distinguished contributions to the department, 
college, and university through dedicated service on numerous committees, including 
the Faculty Senate;  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Visitors recognizes Dr. 
Richard F. Helm for his distinguished service to the university with the title of Associate 
Professor Emeritus of Biochemistry. 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That the above resolution recommending Richard F. Helm, Ph.D. for emeritus status be 
approved. 

June 2, 2026



RESOLUTION FOR EMERITUS STATUS 

WHEREAS, for over 44 years, Douglas Pfeiffer, Ph.D. faithfully served Virginia Tech 
as a faculty member in the Department of Entomology in the College of Agriculture 
and Life Sciences; and 

WHEREAS, he has upheld Virginia Tech’s Principles of Community in his advising, 
research, teaching, Extension, and service responsibilities; and 

WHEREAS, he served as a dedicated instructor of three core entomology courses in 
integrated pest management and insect structure and function, delivered in person and 
online; and 

WHEREAS, he made significant contributions to small fruit and grape entomology 
through his work as a professor of entomology, developing alternative pest 
management strategies and educational programs for growers to reduce reliance on 
broadly toxic pesticides without sacrificing yield or profitability; and 

WHEREAS, he provided unfailing support to small fruit and grape producers, 
consultants, and industry stakeholders in the Commonwealth by providing timely and 
accurate information and guidance on effective integrated pest management through 
delivery of more than 700 Extension pest management programs; and 

WHEREAS, with dedication, he provided regional, national, and international 
expertise in pest management and biological control of scientific and professional 
communities, stakeholders, and granting organizations; and 

WHEREAS, he collaborated on and served as the Virgina lead in major internationally 
and federally funded initiatives across the world, including Cambodia, Senegal, and in 
particular, Eastern Europe, including Albania, Moldova, and Ukraine, to combat insect 
pests in major high-value crops (tomato, cucumber, grape, and apple) essential to the 
region’s economic stability; and 

WHEREAS, he provided mentorship to 67 master’s, doctoral, and postdoctoral 
entomology students, several of whom are now national leaders in industry or hold 
faculty positions at universities across the United States; and 

WHEREAS, he served as principal or co-principal investigator on numerous grants 
supporting the science of entomology as well as agricultural producers of the 
Commonwealth; and 

WHEREAS, through his work in fruit entomology and invasive species, he has brought 
national and international visibility to Virginia Tech; and 

WHEREAS, he received many professional honors and awards, including the Land- 
Grant University Award from the Virginia AgriBusiness Council, the Entomological 



Society of America Distinguished Teaching Award, the Distinguished Achievement 
Award in Extension, and the Herb T. Streu Meritorious Service Award, as well as the 
Program Excellence Award in New Initiatives (Citizen Science Spotted Lanternfly 
Detection); and 

WHEREAS, he provided many years of distinguished contributions to the department, 
college, university, and profession of entomology through his dedicated service on 
numerous committees and boards;  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Visitors recognizes Dr. 
Douglas Pfeiffer for his distinguished service to the university with the title of 
Professor Emeritus of Entomology. 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That the above resolution recommending Douglas Pfeiffer, Ph.D. for emeritus status be 
approved. 

June 2, 2026 



RESOLUTION FOR EMERITUS STATUS 

WHEREAS, for over 37 years, M.A. Saghai Maroof, Ph.D. faithfully served Virginia Tech 
as a faculty member in the School of Plant and Environmental Sciences in the College of 
Agriculture and Life Sciences; and 

WHEREAS, he made significant contributions to teaching and research through the 
development and application of molecular genetic markers and genomic tools to conduct 
high-impact research in crop improvement, resulting in seminal scientific publications; and 

WHEREAS, he advised 27 graduate students, many of which were Ph.D. students, 
served as a member on more than 60 graduate student advisory committees, and 
sponsored 44 postdoctoral fellows and international visiting scholars; and 

WHEREAS, he taught or co-taught undergraduate and graduate courses in molecular 
genetics, genomics, and plant breeding; and 

WHEREAS, he served as principal investigator (PI) or co-principal (Co-PI) on grant proposals 
totaling more than $30M, with more than $8M allocated to his program, from federal 
agencies, including the National Science Foundation (NSF) and the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA), as well as state agencies, commodity boards, industry, and the 
Rockefeller Foundation; and 

WHEREAS, he authored or coauthored more than 120 peer-reviewed journal articles and 
book chapters, which have been cited more than 24,500 times with an h-index of 66 
according to Google Scholar, January 2026; and 

WHEREAS, he was co-inventor, with graduate students, on five patents on the discovery 
of genes for plant disease resistance and seed composition traits benefiting crop 
producers; and 

WHEREAS, he was a recipient of the Basic Research Excellence Award from the College 
of Agriculture and Life Sciences; and 

WHEREAS, he was elected a Fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of 
Science (AAAS) and a Fellow of the Crop Science Society of America (CSSA); and 

WHEREAS, he served as a panel member for grant proposal reviews and on the editorial 
boards of two scientific journals in his field;  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Visitors recognizes Dr. M.A. 
Saghai Maroof for his distinguished service to the university with the title of Professor 
Emeritus of Plant Genetics and Genomics. 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That the above resolution recommending M.A. Saghai Maroof, Ph.D. for emeritus status be 
approved. 

June 2, 2026



RESOLUTION FOR EMERITUS STATUS 

WHEREAS, for 42 years, Gregory W. Justice faithfully served Virginia Tech as a faculty 
member in theatre, including as an associate professor in the Department of Theatre 
and Cinema and later in the School of Performing Arts in the College of Architecture, 
Arts, and Design; and 
 
WHEREAS, through exemplary teaching and mentoring in acting and directing, he 
developed and taught a wide range of courses, including multiple courses he created, 
such as Introduction to Acting for non-theatre majors and advanced acting and 
movement offerings, and he provided extensive coaching for student auditions and 
scholarship interviews; and 
 
WHEREAS, his creative activity as a director and theatre artist includes directing 60 
theatre productions at Virginia Tech, enriching the artistic life of the university and the 
region; and 
 
WHEREAS, his professional engagement extended beyond the stage through 
sustained workshop leadership and consulting on the application of acting techniques to 
teaching, interviewing, and professional communication, with extensive workshop 
offerings to universities, schools, and organizations, and through service as a 
contracted professor for the Virginia Tech Online MBA Program; and 
 
WHEREAS, his contributions have been recognized through honors including the 
Virginia Tech Alumni Award for Teaching Excellence, the Virginia Theatre Association 
Distinguished Service Award, and the Diggs Teaching Scholar Award, reflecting his 
impact on students, colleagues, and the broader theatre and education communities; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, throughout his career he demonstrated strong academic citizenship 
through extensive university, college, and departmental service, including long-term 
leadership roles supporting curriculum, advising, recruitment, and program quality;  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Visitors recognizes Gregory 
W. Justice for his distinguished service to the university with the title of Associate 
Professor Emeritus of Theatre. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
That the above resolution recommending Professor Gregory W. Justice for emeritus 
status be approved. 
 
June 2, 2026



RESOLUTION FOR EMERITUS STATUS 
 
WHEREAS, for 33 years, Alexander O. Aning, Ph.D. faithfully served Virginia Tech as a 
faculty member in the Departments of Engineering Education and Materials Science and 
Engineering in the College of Engineering; and 
 
WHEREAS, he played a pivotal role in the design and development of the Engineering 
Education Ph.D. program, serving as chair of the committee charged with developing its 
curriculum; and 
 
WHEREAS, he advised numerous master’s and doctoral students, guiding them toward 
highly successful careers in industry and research laboratories, including leadership positions 
in major corporations; and 
 
WHEREAS, he mentored more than 60 undergraduate researchers, many of whom pursued 
graduate degrees, including one recognized as the College of Engineering Outstanding 
Senior, and hosted international undergraduate researchers from China, Italy, and Germany 
as part of their academic training; and 
 
WHEREAS, he significantly enriched the educational experiences of students through study 
abroad programs in China and Ghana that integrated cultural engagement with hands-on 
research in sustainable materials; and 
 
WHEREAS, he provided visionary leadership in diversity and inclusion initiatives, establishing 
and leading the College of Engineering’s first Diversity Committee and helping to develop the 
Diversity Undergraduate Research Program, through which most participants pursued 
graduate education; and 
 
WHEREAS, he served the university in key leadership roles, including associate director of 
the Initiative for Maximizing Student Development (IMSD) and acting associate department 
head of Materials Science and Engineering; and 
 
WHEREAS, he demonstrated sustained commitment to student engagement and shared 
governance through service as advisor to multiple student organizations and participation on 
numerous department, college, and university committees, including chairing several of them; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, his extensive and dedicated service to Virginia Tech earned him the Dean’s 
Award for Excellence in Service and contributed significantly to student recruitment and 
program growth; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Visitors recognizes Dr. Alexander 
O. Aning for his distinguished service to the university with the title of Associate Professor 
Emeritus of Materials Science and Engineering. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
That the above resolution recommending Dr. Alexander O. Aning for emeritus status be 
approved. 
 
June 2, 2026 



RESOLUTION FOR EMERITA STATUS 

WHEREAS, for 22 years, Heather Gumbert, Ph.D. faithfully served Virginia Tech as a 
faculty member in the Department of History in the College of Liberal Arts and Human 
Sciences; and 

WHEREAS, with dedication, she taught a wide range of courses including the First-Year 
Experience course, the Freshman Honors Residential College Seminar, and courses in 
European history, German history, and the Cold War, while also serving as associate 
chair and director of undergraduate studies from 2016 to 2019; and 

WHEREAS, she mentored numerous students through both the Department of History 
and the Honors College; and 

WHEREAS, through her highly respected work on the history of media and Cold War 
politics in the German Democratic Republic, she brought national and international 
visibility to Virginia Tech; and 

WHEREAS, she authored one book, as well as numerous articles, book chapters, book 
reviews, and conference reports published in prestigious academic venues; and 

WHEREAS, she served as the founding associate faculty principal of the Honors 
Residential College and later as the faculty principal of the Honors Residential College; 
and 

WHEREAS, she played an active role in operations of the Center for European Union, 
Transatlantic, and Trans-European Space Studies (CEUTSS); and 

WHEREAS, her contributions to the teaching and educational mission of the university 
have been recognized through awards such as the College of Liberal Arts and Human 
Sciences Certificate of Teaching Excellence, the Award for Excellence in Administration, 
the Award for Excellence in Undergraduate Student Advising, the Edward S. Diggs 
Teaching Scholar Award, the Engaged Department Award from the Center for Student 
Engagement and Partnerships, and the Favorite Faculty Award from the Division of 
Student Affairs; and 

WHEREAS, she has served the university as a member of various committees, 
including the Executive Committee, Faculty Council, Undergraduate Committee, 
Research Committee, and the University Commission on Undergraduate Studies and 
Policies, and served as the long-time executive editor of the Virginia Tech 
Undergraduate History Review from 2014-2020, and as senior fellow and faculty 
principal at the Honors Residential College from 2014-2019; and 

WHEREAS, her local, national, and international impact in the field of modern 
European history includes numerous invited readings, lectures, and workshops in 
Europe and the United States; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Visitors recognizes Dr. 



Heather Gumbert for her distinguished service to the university with the title of 
Associate Professor Emerita of History. 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That the above resolution recommending Heather Gumbert, Ph.D. for emerita status be 
approved. 

June 2, 2026



RESOLUTION FOR EMERITUS STATUS 

WHEREAS, for 24 years, Robert Stephens, Ph.D. faithfully served Virginia Tech as a 
faculty member in the Department of History in the College of Liberal Arts and Human 
Sciences; and 

WHEREAS, with dedication, he taught a wide range of courses including Reacting to 
the Past, the Freshman Honors Residential College Seminar, and courses in European 
history, German history, and the history of rock and roll; and 

WHEREAS, he mentored numerous students, through the Department of History, the 
Honors College, and the Alliance for Social, Political, Ethical, and Cultural Thought 
(ASPECT) program; and 

WHEREAS, through his highly respected work on the history of drug use in modern 
Germany, he brought national and international visibility to Virginia Tech; and 

WHEREAS, he authored one monograph and one edited book, as well as numerous 
articles, book chapters, textbooks, and book reviews published in prestigious academic 
venues; and 

WHEREAS, he served as the founding faculty principal of the Honors Residential 
College and later as the associate faculty principal of the Honors Residential College; 
and 

WHEREAS, he played an active role in undergraduate education at the university as 
associate dean of undergraduate academic affairs in the College of Liberal Arts and 
Human Sciences from 2013-2016, and interim director of the Undergraduate Research 
Institute from 2015-2016; and 

WHEREAS, his contributions to the teaching and educational mission of the university 
have been recognized through awards including the Alumni Teaching Award, the 
College of Liberal Arts and Human Sciences Certificate of Teaching Excellence, the 
Excellence in Undergraduate Research Mentoring Award, the Edward S. Diggs 
Teaching Scholar Award, the XCaliber Award for Excellence in Technology-Assisted 
Teaching and Learning, and he was chosen numerous times to receive the Favorite 
Faculty Award from Residential Life and the Faculty Excellence Award from the History 
Graduate Student Association; and 

WHEREAS, he has served the university as a member and chair of various 
committees, including the University Curriculum Committee, the University Curriculum 
Committee on Undergraduate General Education, the International Residential 
College Planning Committee, the Committee on Undergraduate Studies and Policies, 
the University Appeals Committee, and the Board of Trustees for the Residential 
College at West Ambler Johnson, and served as the founding editor of The Virginia 
Tech Undergraduate Historical Review and as a member of the History Department 
Executive Committee, Teaching Review Committee, Undergraduate Advising 



Committee, Graduate Committee, and Research Committee; and 

WHEREAS, his local, national, and international impact in the field of modern European 
history includes numerous invited readings, lectures, and workshops presented in 
Europe and the United States; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Visitors recognizes Dr. 
Robert Stephens for his distinguished service to the university with the title of Associate 
Professor Emeritus of History. 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That the above resolution recommending Robert Stephens, Ph.D. for emeritus status be 
approved. 

June 2, 2026



RESOLUTION FOR EMERITUS STATUS 
 
WHEREAS, for 26 years, John P. “JP” Morgan, Ph.D. faithfully served Virginia Tech as 
a faculty member in the Department of Statistics in the College of Science; and  

WHEREAS, with dedication, he taught a wide variety of undergraduate and graduate 
courses in statistics, with high standards and an emphasis on rigorous statistics training 
and student success; and 

WHEREAS, he mentored four Ph.D. students, guiding them to enjoy successful and 
productive careers in academics and industry; and  

WHEREAS, he authored or co-authored more than 70 refereed journal articles, 
numerous other publications, and a forthcoming Springer textbook, Linear Models 
Theory for Data Science, which brought international visibility to Virginia Tech; and  

WHEREAS, he served as principal or co-principal investigator on multiple National 
Science Foundation (NSF) grants supporting research in the design of experiments and 
linear models; and  

WHEREAS, he provided many years of distinguished contributions and leadership to 
the department, college, and university through dedicated service on numerous 
committees, including six years as an associate dean in the College of Science and 
seven years as associate department head in the Department of Statistics; and 

WHEREAS, he served as the founding director of the Academy of Integrated Science at 
Virginia Tech, leading the development and integration of interdisciplinary, science-
based degree programs, fostering and enhancing research opportunities, and 
strengthening interdepartmental collaboration in learning, discovery, and engagement. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Visitors recognizes Dr. John 
P. Morgan for his distinguished service to the university with the title of Professor 
Emeritus of Statistics.  

RECOMMENDATION:  
That the above resolution recommending John P. “JP” Morgan, Ph.D. for emeritus 
status be approved.  

June 2, 2026



RESOLUTION FOR EMERITUS STATUS 
 

WHEREAS, for over 40 years, Jeff Crowder faithfully served Virginia Tech and the 
Commonwealth of Virginia as the Executive Director, IT Partnerships and Research 
Support; and 

WHEREAS, his career coincided with the emergence of internet technology, and he 
provided visionary leadership in the development of large, impactful outreach programs 
that enabled early high-performance internet access to support research, education, 
community development, and economic growth across Virginia and the region; and 

WHEREAS, he provided distinguished leadership at the state level through the creation 
and long-term executive oversight of Network Virginia, extending high-performance 
internet connectivity to institutions in every county in the Commonwealth; and 

WHEREAS, he played a significant supporting role at the national level in the formation 
of Internet2 in 1998; and 

WHEREAS, he co-founded the Mid-Atlantic Research Infrastructure Alliance, Inc. 
(MARIA) in 2012 and served as its executive officer and board vice chairman until his 
retirement; and 

WHEREAS, he demonstrated national leadership through service on the boards of 
National LambdaRail, Inc. and The Quilt, Inc., and by serving for many years as 
Virginia’s executive representative to Internet2; and 

WHEREAS, he received for a National Science Foundation (NSF) grant to build the 
nation’s first gigabit point of presence, known as “GigaPOP,” providing an exchange 
point and an on-ramp for national and international research and education networks; 
and 

WHEREAS, he served as principal investigator (PI), co-principal investigator (Co-PI), or 
project lead on numerous initiatives, resulting in more than $62M in external funding in 
support of Virginia Tech; and 

WHEREAS, through his professional service, mentorship, and sustained commitment, 
he exemplified the mission and values of Virginia Tech; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Visitors recognizes Jeff 
Crowder for his distinguished service to the university with the title of Executive Director 
Emeritus for IT Partnerships. 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That the above resolution recommending Jeff Crowder for emeritus status be approved. 

June 2, 2026 
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