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Reappointments to Endowed Chairs, Professorships, or Fellowships (7)

June 1, 2026

Each college has formal procedures for the reappointment to endowed chairs,
professorships, and fellowships that include review by a college honorifics committee or
promotion and tenure committee.

After review by the appropriate college committee the college dean makes
recommendations for approval by the provost and the Board of Visitors. Such an
appointment may continue through the active career of the professor at the university,
unless it is relinquished in favor of some other honored or administrative appointment or
unless the appointment has specific term limitations that may be renewable.

The following faculty members are recommended for reappointments to endowed
chairs, professorships, or fellowships at Virginia Tech.

Pamplin College of Business (1)

Candace Fitch Feiertag Professor of Practice in Hospitality Leadership

College of Engineering (6)

Doug A. Bowman Frank Maher Professorship
Gerardo W. Flintsch Dan Pletta Professorship
Leigh-Anne Krometis Elizabeth and James E. Turner Jr. Faculty Fellowship
Jake Socha Samuel Herrick Professorship
Pam VandeVord N. Waldo Harrison Professorship

Danfeng “Daphne” Yao Elizabeth and James E. Turner Jr. Faculty Fellowship



ENDOWED PROFESSORSHIP
Feiertag Professor of Practice in Hospitality Leadership

The Feiertag Professor of Practice in Hospitality Leadership was established in 2017 to
support the Howard Feiertag Department of Hospitality and Tourism in attracting and
retaining a leading faculty member in the area of hospitality in hotel operations and/or
food and beverage operations. Dr. Saonee Sarker, dean of the Pamplin College of
Business, has nominated Candace M. Fitch, Esq., to be reappointed as the Feiertag
Professor of Practice in Hospitality Leadership based on the recommendations of the
Pamplin College Honorifics and Awards Committee and the department’s Honorifics
Committee.

Professor Fitch received her Juris Doctorate in 2004 from the New England School of
Law and joined the Virginia Tech faculty as an instructor in Hospitality and Tourism
Management in the fall of 2016, and was promoted to professor of practice in the fall of
2019. Before coming to Virginia Tech, Professor Fitch worked for several years in the
hospitality industry, and as a practicing attorney specializing in hospitality law. She
served as an adjunct professor in the George Washington University International
Institute of Tourism Studies and at the Art Institute of Washington’s Culinary Arts
Department, first as an adjunct faculty member and then as department coordinator.
She specializes in hospitality law, risk management, contract negotiations, and meeting
and event planning.

Professor Fitch oversees the development of the Feiertag Academy-to-Industry
Research Collection, which is intended to improve knowledge transfer between
academic institutions and the hospitality and tourism industries with easy access to
selected literature. Professor Fitch serves as a mentor to graduate assistants who
research documents and summarize the contents for loading into the library collection
database.

Professor Fitch has taught a range of undergraduate courses, including introduction to
hospitality and tourism management, events management, catering management,
service management, and business policy and strategy. She helped develop a very
successful and growing Events and Experience minor and has served as the Hospitality
and Tourism department representative on the University Faculty Senate. Professor
Fitch is an accomplished industry professional, educator, and collegial faculty member
fully deserving of this professorship.

RECOMMENDATION:

That Candace M. Fitch, Esq., be reappointed to the Feiertag Professor of Practice in
Hospitality Leadership, effective June 25, 2026, for a renewable period of three years,
with a salary supplement as provided by the endowment.

June 2, 2026



ENDOWED PROFESSORSHIP
Frank Maher Professorship

The Frank Maher Professorship was funded by a gift of stock from the late Bruce
Vorhauer and established in 1987. Dr. David Knight, interim dean of the College of
Engineering, has nominated Doug A. Bowman to be reappointed as the Frank Maher
Professor in Engineering based on the recommendations of the Honorifics Committee of
the Department of Computer Science (CS) and the department head.

Dr. Doug Bowman earned his Ph.D. in computer science at Georgia Tech in 1999. He
received an M.S. in computer science from Georgia Tech in 1997 and a B.S. in
mathematics and computer science from Emory University in 1994. Dr. Bowman joined
the Department of Computer Science at Virginia Tech as an assistant professor in 1999,
became an associate professor in 2005, and a professor in 2012. Dr. Bowman served
as director of the Center for Human-Computer Interaction (CHCI) from 2011 until 2025
and has been a senior fellow of the Institute for Creativity, Arts, and Technology (ICAT)
since 2018.

Dr. Bowman is a world leader in research in virtual reality (VR), augmented reality (AR),
and three-dimensional user interfaces (3D Uls). Dr. Bowman has received significant
awards for his research, including the 2015 Technical Achievement Award in Virtual
Reality from the Visualization and Graphics Technical Committee of the Institute of
Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE) Computer Society, which is the highest
honor in the IEEE Virtual Reality community. Dr. Bowman has also been named an
Association for Computing Machinery (ACM) Distinguished Scientist (2010) and
received the Impact Award from Georgia Tech’s Graphics, Visualization, and Usability
(GVU) Center (2012). In addition, he and his students have multiple best paper awards
and have won several international 3D Ul competitions.

Dr. Bowman is an outstanding researcher and research mentor. He has more than 200
peer-reviewed publications, the vast majority of which are in highly-ranked and selective
journals and conferences. His research visibility is very high, with an h-index of 72 and
more than 24,000 total citations. He was lead author of the first textbook on 3D Uls, 3D
User Interfaces: Theory and Practice (2005), which is now in its second edition and has
been adopted worldwide for courses. His Google Scholar publication citation count is
over 15,000, with an h-index of 58, attesting to the impact of his work on his research
field. Dr. Bowman has accrued external funding for his research of $15M with a
personal share exceeding $6M. He is an extraordinary research mentor, having
graduated 27 Ph.D. and 15 M.S. students. Numerous of his students have won best
department dissertation or thesis awards. In addition, Dr. Bowman integrates
undergraduate researchers into his projects having more than 30 research mentees to
date.

Dr. Bowman also excels in service to the university, especially in his leadership of the
CHCI, a transdisciplinary center with over 50 faculty affiliates from more than 15
departments in five colleges. Within the Department of Computer Science, he has
served on three department head search committees, chaired faculty search



committees and the Graduate Admissions Committee, and served multiple times on the
Personnel Committee and is currently serving as the associate chair. Professional
service highlights include service in multiple associate editor roles for top journals and
leadership roles for highly visible conferences.

RECOMMENDATION:

That Dr. Doug A. Bowman be reappointed to the Frank Maher Professorship, effective
August 10, 2026, for a renewable period of five years, with a salary supplement and
annual operating budget as provided by the endowment.

June 2, 2026



ENDOWED PROFESSORSHIP
Dan Pletta Professorship

The Dan Pletta Professorship in the College of Engineering was established in 1987
from a gift from the late Bruce W. Borhauer. Dr. David Knight, interim dean of the
College of Engineering, has nominated Dr. Gerardo W. Flintsch to be reappointed as
the Dan Pletta Professor in the College of Engineering based on the recommendations
of the Honorifics Committee of the Via Department of Civil and Environmental
Engineering (CEE) and the department head.

Dr. Flintsch is a prolific faculty member who is recognized nationally and internationally
for his numerous contributions to the field of pavement engineering and asset
management. Through his research and excellent scholarly works, Dr. Flintsch brings
visibility and notoriety to Virginia Tech. Dr. Flintsch is the author or co-author of 348
peer-reviewed papers and seven books and book chapters. His publications have been
cited in more than 7,800 research articles.

Dr. Flintsch is a Fellow of the American Society of Civil Engineers. He is the recipient of
numerous awards. including the Wilbur S. Smith Award from the American Society of
Civil Engineering (ASCE), Transportation and Development Institute in 2024, and the
prestigious American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM) H.W. Kummer Lecture
Award for his contributions to the advancement of vehicle-pavement systems.

Dr. Flintsch established the Center for Sustainable and Resilient Infrastructure at the
Virginia Tech Transportation Institute (VTTI) and has served as director since 2005. He
has directed or co-directed more than $60M of external research funding at Virginia
Tech through numerous multidisciplinary research and development projects in the U.S.
and overseas, and now ranks in the top percent of Virginia Tech faculty in research
expenditures as principal investigator.

Dr. Flintsch has worked to emphasize sustainability themes across the curriculum and
to incorporate active learning exercises using state-of-the-art software and real-world
case studies. He has supervised 32 Ph.D. and 45 M.S. students at Virginia Tech.

Dr. Flintsch has made outstanding contributions to Virginia Tech, the Commonwealth of
Virginia, the nation, and the world through his scholarship on the resilience and failures
of civil engineering infrastructure systems, his leadership at VTTI, and his teaching,
advising, and outreach.

RECOMMENDATION:

That Dr. Gerardo W. Flintsch be reappointed as the Dan Pletta Professor in
Engineering, effective June 10, 2026, for a renewable period of five years, with a salary
supplement and operating budget as provided by the endowment.

June 2, 2026



ENDOWED FELLOWSHIP
Elizabeth and James E. Turner, Jr. 56 Faculty Fellowship

The Elizabeth and James E. Turner, Jr. '56 Faculty Fellowship in Biological Systems
Engineering was established with a generous gift from Elizabeth and James E. Turner.
The creation of this fellowship enables the Biological Systems Engineering Department
to generate new interest and impact in ecological engineering and biotech engineering.
Dr. David Knight, interim dean of the College of Engineering, has nominated Dr. Leigh-
Anne Krometis to be reappointed as the Elizabeth and James E. Turner, Jr. '56 Faculty
Fellow based on the recommendations of the Department of Biological Systems
Engineering’s Honorifics Committee and the department head.

Dr. Krometis has excelled in research and scholarship in the field of ecological
engineering. The goal of her work is to enable the sustainable development of rural
landscapes by minimizing the public health threats posed by waterborne diseases and
pollutants in drinking water. Dr. Krometis’ high-visibility, high-impact, and collaborative
research in the emerging specialty of watershed epidemiology has been supported by
more than $7M in new external funding over the past three years. The geographic
context for her most recent work is local, regional in the Central Appalachian region,
national and international. Her scholarly contributions are outstanding in both their
breadth and quality; she has published 83 peer-reviewed scientific papers, including 36
in the past three years, in outlets that include her profession’s most influential journals.

Dr. Krometis is one of her department’s most effective and valued teachers, as
evidenced by her recognition as the A.W. Farrall Young Educator Award recipient in
2017 which was presented by her professional society, the American Society for
Agricultural and Biological Engineers. She is a skilled practitioner of experiential
learning, accessible and approachable, and a role model for Virginia Tech’s Principles
of Community. The courses that Dr. Krometis teaches, including Nonpoint Source
Pollution Assessment and Control, are foundational to our ecological engineering
students and always in high demand.

Dr. Krometis, through her scholarship in Biological Systems Engineering and in the field
of ecological engineering, has made outstanding contributions to Virginia Tech, to the
Commonwealth of Virginia, and to the nation by her cutting-edge research, her
outstanding scholarship, and her commendable teaching.

RECOMMENDATION:

That Dr. Leigh-Anne Krometis be reappointed to the Elizabeth and James E. Turner,

Jr. ’56 Faculty Fellow, effective June 10, 2026, for a renewable period of five years, with
a salary supplement and operating budget as provided by the endowment.

June 2, 2026



ENDOWED PROFESSORSHIP
Samuel Herrick Professorship

The Samuel Herrick Professorship in the College of Engineering was established by a
generous gift from Betulia Herrick, wife of Samuel Herrick, to honor her late husband, a
pioneer in astrodynamics, who advanced the field of space exploration and engineering
science. The professorship supports the research and scholarly activities of
distinguished faculty whose work advances knowledge in engineering science and
strengthens Virginia Tech's reputation.

Dr. David Knight, interim dean of the College of Engineering, has nominated Dr. John J.
Socha to be reappointed as the Samuel Herrick Professor based on the
recommendations of the Mechanical Engineering Awards and Honorifics Committee
and the department head.

Dr. Socha has established an internationally recognized research program in
comparative biomechanics and biological flight. His work integrates experimental
mechanics, field-based observation, and quantitative modeling to investigate the
physics of animal locomotion and to inspire new approaches in biologically informed
engineering design. Through this research, Dr. Socha has contributed significantly to
the visibility of the Department of Mechanical Engineering and Virginia Tech.

Since his appointment to the Samuel Herrick Professorship in 2021, Dr. Socha has
published numerous peer-reviewed journal articles, including publications in leading
journals such as Nature Physics and Current Biology. His research has been featured in
international media outlets and has attracted broad scholarly attention. He has also
delivered invited seminars at major research universities and serves the scientific
community through editorial responsibilities.

Dr. Socha maintains an active and collaborative research program that spans multiple
disciplines and institutions. His work includes experimental field studies conducted in
diverse environments worldwide, expanding the global reach of Virginia Tech’s research
enterprise. His research activities are supported by external and internal funding and
are complemented by his leadership as co-director of the Virginia Tech Computed
Tomography Facility, a major research infrastructure resource that supports
interdisciplinary investigations across campus.

Dr. Socha’s contributions to mentorship and education are equally notable. He has
mentored postdoctoral scholars, graduate students, undergraduate researchers, and
high school students, and has received the Virginia Tech Postdoctoral Faculty
Mentoring Award in recognition of his mentorship. His teaching record demonstrates
strong student engagement and commitment to excellence in education.

Dr. Socha has also contributed significantly to the university and the broader scientific
community through leadership roles in professional societies and participation in



numerous departmental and college committees related to promotion and tenure,
faculty searches, honorifics, and diversity initiatives.

Support from the Samuel Herrick Professorship enables Dr. Socha to expand the scope
and impact of his research program through equipment, supplies, and travel that
support new experiments and collaborations, including field studies of animal
locomotion that cannot be replicated in laboratory environments. These efforts generate
new datasets, produce publications in leading journals, and enhance the visibility of the
Department of Mechanical Engineering and Virginia Tech. They also support the
development of biologically inspired robotic systems and strengthen proposals for future
external funding.

Through his integrated contributions to research, education, mentorship, and
professional leadership, Dr. John J. Socha has made significant and lasting
contributions to Virginia Tech and to the engineering and biomechanics communities.
His record strongly aligns with the purpose and intent of the Samuel Herrick
Professorship.

RECOMMENDATION:

That Dr. John J. Socha be reappointed to the Samuel Herrick Professor in Mechanical
Engineering, effective August 10, 2026, for a period of five years, with a salary
supplement and operating budget as provided by the endowment.

June 2, 2026



ENDOWED PROFESSORSHIP
N. Waldo Harrison Professorship

The N. Waldo Harrison Professorship in Engineering was established by a generous gift
from Nathaniel Waldo Harrison in 1987. The creation of this professorship enables
Virginia Tech to generate new interest in the areas of engineering and research and to
retain our most talented faculty. Dr. David Knight, interim dean of the College of
Engineering, has nominated Dr. Pam VandeVord to be reappointed as the N. Waldo
Harrison Professor based on the recommendations of the College of Engineering’s
Honorifics Committee and the department head.

Dr. VandeVord has excelled at scholarship, teaching, service, and outreach at Virginia
Tech. Since joining the university in 2011, she has served with distinction as
undergraduate program chair in Biomedical Engineering, interim department head of
Biomedical Engineering and Mechanics, associate dean for research and innovation in
the College of Engineering, and, most recently, as the Institute of Critical Technology
and Applied Science (ICTAS) director of research and scholarship. Through these roles,
she has provided sustained leadership during a period of significant growth while
strengthening interdisciplinary collaboration across the College of Engineering and
advancing Virginia Tech’s national reputation in biomedical engineering.

Dr. VandeVord has also distinguished herself through an exceptional record of research
and scholarly achievement. Her research has advanced the understanding of the
biomechanical mechanisms underlying traumatic brain injury, particularly blast-induced
neurotrauma affecting military service members and veterans. Over the course of her
career, she has secured more than $41M in total research funding, including
approximately $11M as her personal share, supported by agencies including NIH, the
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, National Science Foundation (NSF), the
Department of Defense, the Office of Naval Research, and the U.S. Army. Her scholarly
record includes more than 110 peer-reviewed publications, more than 5,800 citations,
and national recognition through election as a fellow of both the American Institute for
Medical and Biological Engineering and the Biomedical Engineering Society, as well as
the Presidential Early Career Award for Scientists and Engineers.

Dr. VandeVord’s contributions to teaching and student development have been equally
significant. As undergraduate program chair from 2011 to 2019, she spearheaded the
creation of Virginia Tech’s Biomedical Engineering B.S. degree, leading curriculum
design, governance approvals, and the accreditation pathway; the program was
approved by the State Council of Higher Education for Virginia (SCHEV) and welcomed
its first cohort soon thereafter. She also led the development and approval of multiple
required courses for the degree program and has consistently integrated problem based
learning, clinical immersion, and translational design into the curriculum. In addition, she
has advised 14 Ph.D. and nine M.S. graduates, with former trainees now serving in
academia, government, medicine, and industry, reflecting her profound impact on the
next generation of biomedical engineers and researchers.

Dr. VandeVord, through her scholarship in injury biomechanics and neurotrauma, and
through her exemplary teaching, mentorship, and service, has made outstanding



contributions to Virginia Tech, the Commonwealth of Virginia, and the nation. Her
leadership in building academic programs, her sustained service to the biomedical
engineering research community, and her nationally recognized research program have
advanced both the university’s mission and the broader public good. For these reasons,
Dr. VandeVord is eminently deserving of appointment as the N. Waldo Harrison
Professor in Engineering.

RECOMMENDATION:

That Dr. VandeVord be reappointed to the N. Waldo Harrison Professorship in
Engineering for a renewable period of five years, effective August 10, 2026, with a
salary supplement and operating budget as provided by the endowment.

June 2, 2026



ENDOWED FACULTY FELLOWSHIP
Elizabeth and James E. Turner, Jr. '56 Faculty Fellowship

The Elizabeth and James E. Turner, Jr. '56 Faculty Fellowship in the College of
Engineering was established by a generous gift from Elizabeth and James E., Jr. The
creation of this fellowship enables the College of Engineering at Virginia Tech to support
four outstanding faculty members. Dr. David Knight, interim dean of the College of
Engineering, has nominated Dr. Danfeng Yao to be reappointed as the Elizabeth and
James E. Turner, Jr. '56 Faculty Fellow of Engineering.

Dr. Danfeng Yao received a B.S. degree in chemistry from Peking University in Beijing,
China, in 1998, an M.A. degree in chemistry from Princeton University in 2000, and an
M.S. degree in computer science from Indiana University in 2002. She earned her Ph.D.
degree in computer science from Brown University in 2007. Dr. Yao served as an
assistant professor of Computer Science at Rutgers University from 2008 through 2009.
She joined the Department of Computer Science at Virginia Tech in 2010 as an
assistant professor and became an associate professor in 2014. Dr. Yao was named an
L-3 Cyber Faculty Fellow in 2014, and was promoted to full professor in 2019.

Dr. Yao has excelled at scholarship, teaching, service, and outreach at Virginia Tech.
She has been an exceptional role model for junior and mid-career faculty and aspiring
graduate students. Dr. Yao has made significant technical contributions to the field of
cybersecurity. She has published 40 papers in peer-reviewed journals, 96 peer-
reviewed papers at top security conferences, and is the lead author on a book on
anomaly detection. An effective graduate mentor, Dr. Yao has graduated 21 Ph.D.
students and eight M.S. students, and her students routinely go on to top positions in
academia, research institutes, or in the industry. She was the recipient of both a
National Science Foundation (NSF) CAREER Award and an Army Research Office
Young Investigator Award. She has a very successful and diverse external funding
portfolio, with $5.94M in personal share. She was named an Association for Computing
Machinery (ACM) Distinguished Scientist in 2018, an Institute of Electrical and
Electronics Engineers (IEEE) Fellow in 2022, a Fellow of the National Academy of
Inventors in 2025, and an American Association for the Advancement of Sciences
(AAAS) Fellow, also in 2025.

Through her innovative teaching methods and the cybersecurity undergraduate and
graduate courses she introduced, Dr. Yao has positively impacted hundreds of
students. She has been instrumental in integrating network and system security topics
into the College of Engineering curriculum through course development and mentoring
undergraduate and graduate students, including numerous undergraduate researchers.
In external professional service, Dr. Yao is currently the Chair of the ACM Special
Interest Group on Security, Audit, and Control (SIGSAC), and has served in numerous
other leadership roles in SIGSAC. She has served in several conference leadership
roles, including as a steering committee member for the Network and Distributed
System Security Symposium (NDSS) and as the program co-organizer for the 2026 and
2024 NSF Secure and Trustworthy Cyberspace (SaTC) Pl meetings. Dr. Yao has also
excelled in service to the university, having served on numerous faculty search



committees as well as a variety of other departmental committees. She is a leader in
enhancing diversity and inclusive excellence, having founded multiple inclusive
excellence in her cybersecurity research community, including taking a lead role in the
NSF-funded iMentor workshop.

RECOMMENDATION:

That Dr. Danfeng Yao be reappointed to the Elizabeth and James E. Turner, Jr. ‘56
Faculty Fellow of Engineering, effective June 10, 2026, for a renewable period of five
years, with a salary supplement and operating budget as provided by the endowment.

June 2, 2026
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